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no sense the consequence of that movement. , It owed
more to Sir Walter Scott than to de Maistre and more to
Ruskin than to Newman, while it was the Prussian and
Protestant historians of the school of Ranke who laid the
foundations of the scientific study of mediaeva history.

Consequently I do not believe that there is much ground
for Dr. Coulton’s strictures on Catholic historians for
.25? uncritical cult of the Middle Ages. No doubt there
1s a great deal in Montalembert, for example, that justifies
Dr. Coulton’s criticisms, but Montalembert was far more
representative of the Romantic Movement than of the
Catholic tradition. He has the faults of his school and
of his age, and every one of them can be paralleled in
the work of contemporary Protestant historians, such as
Leo, who were the real inaugurators of historical medie-
valism, even in its most uncritical forms.

No. The real criticism that we deserve is that we have
neglected the study of our own past too much and left
to others the task of vindicating medizval Catholicism
from the depreciation and misunderstanding of later
times. And this is above all true of the early middle
ages that are so rich in saints and in monastic activity
and so poor in secular culture. These are the centuries
that are still commonly described as the Dark Ages, and
from the point of view of the secular historian they de-
serve the title. But for Catholics and above all for the
Catholics of Ireland an €y are not so_much

TarK ages " as ages of dawn, for they saw the conversion
of "the North, The golden age of Christian Ireland and
the birth of mediaeval Christian culture. Nevertheless
they remain terra incognita to the ordinary educated
g

has had practically no effect so far as these centuries are
concerned.

Consequently we owe a real debt of gratitude to
Professor Laistner, the American scholar, for his recent
book on Thought and Letters in Western Furope, A.D.

L ostnen's bvdl,
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400-900.! It is not, of course, intended to take the place
of the first volume of Dr. Manitius’ monumental work on
medieeval Latin literature, nor has it the charm of W. P.
Ker’s brilliant little book The Dark Ages. 1t is a scholarly
handbook, based on the researches of writers like Traube
and Manitius and Lehmann, whose works are none too
well known in these islands, as well as on a first hand
knowledge of the subject. Its only serious fault is that
there is not enough of it. It stops a century too soon
and leaves its survey incomplete ; the end of the Carolin-
gian age does not mark the end of Carolingian literature.
There is no literary or intellectual break between the 9th
and 10th centuries, and it is not until the 11th century
that a new age in literature and thought can be said to
begin.

These centuries are by no means lacking in literature ;
but there is no literature that is less read or, it must be
admitted, less readable. Nobody, I imagine, has ever read
for pleasure the 100 volumes or so into which Migne has
crammed the literary remains of the period, and the
number of writers who still preserve their vitality can he
counted on one’s fingers—Boethius, Bede, Adamnan,
Einhard, and perhaps Gregory the Great and Gregory of
Tours. For the rest, it is a literature of schoolmasters
whose very quotations are not original, but have their
ultimate source in the writings of some grammarian or
epitomist of the later empire.

It is significant that the most popular of all the works
produced during the period seems to have been the
Etymologies of Isidore of Seville—that amazing compi-
lation of miscellaneous information in which the
encyclopeedic and pedagogic tastes of the age found com-
plete satisfaction. Isidore was no doubt the most learned
man of his age and thus deserved the praise which Braulio
of Saragossa and Ildephonsus of Seville lavished upon
him. But it was at best a secondhand and second rate

? London : Methuen. 1931, 13s. net,
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learning.  All those quotations from Pacuvius and Afranius
and Ennius and Livius Andronicus, which suggest to the
innocent reader that Isidore was deeply read in the works
of the early Roman poets and dramatists that we no
longer possess, are really lifted without acknowledgment
from Servius and Festus, “

This lack of originality is the most striking feature of
later Latin literature. It has nothing to do with the
* monkish obscurantism ” of 18th century legend. It was
due to the exhaustion of the secular culture itself. Indeed
it is in the secular and not the religious literature of the
age that this exhaustion is most evident. It is the
literature of a dying society that distracts itself with
trifles, as Verlaine describes in that fine sonnet of his on
the Rome of the decadence :—

Je suis ’Empire & la fin de la décadence,

Qui regarde passer les grands Barbares blancs,
En composant des acrostiches indolents

D’un style d’or ou Ia langueur du soleil danse.

Ah! tout est bu, tout est mangé ! Plus rien a dire !

It is only the religious literature of the time that has
in it the seeds of life. The liturgical poetry of Romanus
of Emesa is worth all the learned epics of Colluthus and
Musaeus and the rest, and the hymns of Venantius
Fortunatus—the Pange lingua and the Vezilla regis—are
incomparably superior to the secular verse on which, no
doubt, he would have preferred to stake his reputation.
Still, as Professor Laistner observes, the remarkable thing
about the poetry of Fortunatus is not its intrinsic qualities,
but the fact that it is there at all; for it was no small
achievement for a classical poet to win a hearing in the
barbarie society of the Merovingian age. And this is not
an isolated phenomenon. Professor Laistner does not
mention the curious outburst of literary activity which
took place in Africa at the court of the last Vandal kings
where the Latin anthology preserved in the Codex

-
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Salmasianus was produced. And a similar movement of

|eulture seems to have existed in Spain under the West

Gothic kings, Sisebut and Chindaswinth, the first of whom
was himself a poet of a sort.
There is, mw fact, no reason to suppose that <<mu_.b~.=
society was barbaric in the sense that it was hostile to
literature. Secular literature perished not from neglect
0 much as from pedantry. The tradition om. mnos._m_.
ktters ends in the morass of sham aa:..mmemo: in Hﬁ:or
the amazing Virgilius Maro of Toulouse m_mwo_&m& himself
like a hippopotamus at play. No doubt ﬁwe.a is u.szor to
be said for Professor Laistner’s view that his writings are
not intended to be taken seriously and that _.nvnv. are an
eleborate skit on the pedantry of the grammarians.

Certainly it is difficult to suppose that Virgilius .gmmo
isin earnest when he tells us that fire is called ﬂ:.n:&a?.a
(*quod incocta coquendi habeat ditionem ), and his
master, the great Galbungus, who &mﬂﬁ.»nm m.w..oi.. the
vocative of ego for 14 days without stopping, might well
be a kinsman of the teachers of Gargantua. Nevertheless
his writings were taken seriously enough by the Saxon
and Irish scholars of the following period, such as Z&S.E.
Maelsechlain, Cruindmel and Clement, and even considered
as satires, his works throw a curious light on the intellectual
standards of the 7th century. . .

The extravagances of the grammarians are quite
enough to explain the famous outburst of St. O—.o.mo@ in
the preface of his Morals *. . . mvmpi _wazaam_ artem
quam magisteria disciplinae exterioris EmS.mm.:_h servare
despexi . . . non mytacismi collisionem fugio, non bar-
barismi confusionem devito, hiatus motusque .onz.z: et
praepositionum casus servare contemno, acm.p 5&.@::5
vehementer existimo ut verba caelestis oraculi restringam
sub regulis Donati.”? . o

It is' easy to parallel this attitude in patristic __nnnm....z_.o
from St. Augustine’s * what is to us what the grammarians

1 Migno 75, 5186,
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! want ?”’ to the “ O beata rusticitas ” of the Lcnrow of the
life of St. Viventius in the 9th century.! It finds a parti-
m:_mn_% convincing expression in the well-known passage
:~.Mn. .wwwao_mm Confession, for there we feel that the
Saint is not repeating a traditional sentiment, but is
attempting to vindicate his own right to speak as a plain
man of the things that are nearest to his heart against
the contempt of the * lordly rhetoricians.”

m.». the Church had admitted the claims of the gram-
marians and the rhetoricians, she would have forfeited her
own claim of universality—her right to speak, as St.
Jerome puts it, “not to the leisured schools and the
scanty audience of the philosophers but to the universal
buman race.”® This is the reason of the constant insis-
tence of the Fathers and their successors on the absolute
! transcendence of the Christian tradition and its indepen-
dence of the graces of form and style.

But on the other hand they were quite ready to accept
the classical tradition as an instrument of Christian
.&:nwmos an cle of Catholic culture. And it was
m n_Tact this adoption of the classical tradition by the

hurch which saved it from the steriity and emptiness
| n_S.n had ma.nno%mm its secular vitality and gave it a new
| moo_& and .%:.#—5_ purpose which ensured its survival and
“ its transmission to the new peoples. If the culture of the
: Carolingian monks is a culture of schoolmasters,they were
i n__n.mn—_oo_sammem-.m of Europe, and the whole |subsequent
N achievement of medizval civilization is dependent on their
E work. Hence the real interest of the period lies not so
| much in the actual achievements of the learned classes
which are at best artificial products, but in the m..p%:_m

. ...38 expression i apgvcm& by the author to Bishop Agilmar of Cidrmont,

qui venerabilia pontifox saepius rolegens conversionom nc actus 8, Viventii sim-
plices ac paene w..n::au atquo inerti sermoni descriptos deocsculansque dicebat :
| Na __.....EoM...nw “&.sgos. priorum rusticitas, quae plus studuit optima oporari quam
, N gi8 novit: sancta honestaque csse quam dicere.” Acta Ssnotoram

13 Jan. 1., 813, in E. Norden. . . o
TEp. m.~. ..m.. n. Die Antike Kunstprosa, p. 531, 3
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penetration of the higher cu arbaric_peo
and the Fesuitant modification of their own culture.
This subject lies outside Prolfcssor Laistner’s treat-
ment, which is concerned almost exclusively with Latin
literature, but he considers it briefly in a final chapter
that is devoted to the vernacular literatures. The
whole chapter is however devoted to the Teutonic
languages, and Irish is excluded on the ground that the
bulk of the existing material dates mainly from the 10th
and following centuries.! This is regrettable, for however
uncertain and obscure may be the literary evidence, there
can be no doubt that Jreland was the earliest country to
develgp_the new vernacular it7is 1n
Ireland that the roots of the whole process are to be found.

The Irish monastic culture was the source and model of \W!v_?

the parallel development of vernacular Anglian cu in
Northumbria, and this in turn transmitted its influence to
Germany and became the basis of the new movement of
vernacular culture in Central Europe. Moreover it is now
generally admitted that the Irish culture had a direct

influence-on the. new—developments—ef—Scandinavian cul-
ture, alike in literdture-aad-in art,in the 10th and 11th

centuries.2 The fact is that Ireland was the only country
in which the classical tradition met the native culture on
relatively equal terms, and consequently it was there that
a synthesis of the two elements was achieved which re-
sulted in the formation of a vernacular Christian culture
and literature.

The rise of this new culture marks the turn of the tide
of barbarism in the 7th and 8th centuries. It infused new
life into the continental Church and the decadent classical
tradition, and was the dynamic spiritual clement in the

1 There ia morcover no roference, in either the bibliography or the naotea, to Dr,
J. F. Kenney's Sources for the Early History of Ireland (1929), which is indispensable
not only for the study of the rise of Christian culturo in Iroland but also for the
Irish contribution to the continental devolopment that is l'rofessor Laistner's
subject.

2Cf., ¢.g. A. Olrik.  Viking Civilization, Eng. trans. 1910,

R
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rise of the Carolingian culture. Nevertheless this brilliant
Bo<m8n.=n of expansion was only a temporary phase. On
the continent it was gradually replaced by the Carolingian
culture that it had done so much to create. Medizval
culture as a whole is based, not on the Irish and Anglo-
mwxon.- tradition of vernacular culture, but on the
Q:.o_.m.nmws tradition that had superseded it, and it was
on this new foundation that the medieval vernacular
cultures of the continent were finally developed in the
11th and 12th centuries. In England the Anglo-Saxon
.az_nE.o gradually came under the sway of continental
influences, until it was finally overwhelmed by the Norman
conquest and forcibly incorporated in the new Western
unity. In Ireland, on the other hand, the older tradition
of vernacular culture was too strong to be forcibly up-
aoo_nmm., and it preserved its continuity unbroken through
the Viking and Anglo-Norman invasions. But in conse-
quence Ireland lost touch with continental culture and
was isolated from the dominant medieval tradition to
such an extent that by the 12th century St. Bernard can
speak of the old pioneer of Christian culture as an outer

~ land of barbarism.

No doubt the ravages of the Viking invasions 'weakened

A 7
$ r. mz_a insular culture in Ireland, though probably not to the

same extent as they did In England: but the Tundamenta
ivergence between conti-
nental and insular civilization that followed the formation
of the Carolingian culture. Though the latter had received
so much from Ireland, it gave little in return, and even
as .omz% as the 10th century the two cultures were
Um.m:.Em:m to drift apart. One of the earliest evidences of
this is the curious poem of Dubduin of St. Gall which is
preserved in a 10th century MS. :—
These are the illustrious saints whom ou i

E.mvm«:ma reared as her glorious children ; i_:_w._..“-wﬁomﬂ_xm#ﬂm
virtue, honour and blameless life hallowed these palaces asm

lofty pleasant houses They strewed over the fields ¢
h . s of England
the seeds of faith, and now ye gather the ripe fruits 53@%9:.
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storehouse. And we are their brothers sprung from the same
stem as they ; we whom ye arrogantly despise as pitiful weaklings,
ye princes and swollen up members of the world ; rather should
ye appear as members of Christ. . . . Here the prudent man
stops, nay Gall himself is also buried here ; the bright flame of
the Scots has risen to the skies. . . . .!

It is perhaps not without significance that the first
serious attempt to transform the German vernacular into
a vehicle of culture—I mean the translations of Notker
Labeo, * the father of German prose ’—should be asso-
ciated with St. Gall, the monastery which was one of the
chief points of contact between Irish and continental
culture in the 9th and 10th centuries. So too in Iceland
and Scandinavia the Irish influence contributed to the
rich development of vernacular prose literature which took
place in the 11th century. But as Professor Olrik remarks,
in the work to which I have already referred, this Irish
element in Scandinavian culture did not coincide with the
main current of Christian influence which was derived from
the continent. ‘‘ It appears rather as an enrichment and
expansion of the native North European stage of civili-
zation than as a part of the new trend that accompanied
the introduction of Christianity.” And thus, though it
was itself Christian in origin, it * somewhat impeded the
rapid absorption of the North into Christian Europe.”?

The existence of these two currents in the culture of
post-Carolingian Europe is a most significant phenomenon
in the history of the period, although its importance has
not hitherto been sufficiently recognised. Both of them
were founded on the culture of the Church and the monas-
teries and on the classical tradition, but while in the
British Isles these traditions were fused with those of the
native vernacular culture, on the continent they united
with the tradition of the Christian Empire to form an

1J, M. Clark, ¢ The Abbey of St. Gall,” p. 20, M. Esposito in his Bibliography
of Latin Irish writers (Stupres II., p. 608) places Dubduin in the 8th century.
According to Clark, however, his doath occurred after 901. Cf. op. cit,, p. 31.
3QIrik. * Viking Civilization,” p. 120,

rR2
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