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technically expert without any guiding principle. And to
change this will involve a very formidable effort.
No easy hope or lies
Will bring us to our goal,
But iron sacrifice
Of body, will and soul.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

These questions are intended solely to stimulate discussion.
That a question is asked does not imply that the proper answer
to it is Yes rather than No.

1. Is the United States a “Christian nation?” In what sense,
if any?

2. Is the “moral demand” of the American people being con-
tinuously relaxed? If so, in what specific ways does this relaxa-
tion show itself?

3. Are American Catholics responsible for the secularization
of Sunday? If so, in what ways?

4, Is American society so structured institutionally as to dis-
courage the observance of moral standards? If so, in what ways
and to what extent?

5. Is the “sense of sin” disappearing from the conscience of
the American people?

6. Do Catholic writers and speakers generally take a negatively
critical view of the moral aspects of the American culture?
If so, why?

7. Can we or should we “believe that the American sociocul-
tural system is the brightest and bravest attempt at moral
progress that man has ever made”?

8. Are our condemnations of materialism in American life
inspired by a secret fear of losing the very possessions which
we protest are our undoing?

9. Does the United States need a “public philosophy”? In a
religiously-divided country, what could serve as the basis of
such a philosophy?

10. Is American society really monist rather than pluralist?
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SUGGESTED READING

The following books take different and provocative points of
view on the moral condition of America today.

Bell, Danicl, The End of ldeology. Free Press, 1960
Fuller, Edmund, Man in Modern Fiction. Random House, 1958
Gibney, Frank, The Operators. Harper, 1960

Greeley, Andrew M., The Church and the Suburbs. Sheed &
Ward, 1959

Kilpatrick, James J., The Smut Peddlers. Doubleday, 1960
Maritain, Jacques, Reflections on America. Scribner, 1958
Mills, C. Wright, The Power Elite. Oxford U. Press, 1956
Packard, Vance, The Waste Makers. McKay, 1960

Zimmerman, Carle C., and Cervantes, Lucius F., Successful
Families, Pageant Press, 1960
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