@ 3

Norro7

EAR MEMBER, ' .

" My friend, Christopher Dawson, raises in a letter an issue of, fundamental
X . mpqrtancemregardhoquaﬁomreoendydimmedintthews-LcM,and
in particular, in the Supplement on * Planning for Freedom ” (C.N-L. No: 104). By
what mame are we to call, and in what terms are we to describe, the sodicty which we
wish to sce established as an alternative to totalitarianism ? The .question has been
perplexing some of us as well as Mr. Dawson for a’long time, and I am glad that he has
raised it so pointedly and called atténtion to the difficultics. He wrifes : A wt\’]

WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE TO TOTALITARIANISM? . W/

“J am more and more impressed with the-magnitade of the problems which co us
to~day in the conflict between our culture and the totalitarian systems, and with the danger of
the disintegration of British society under the pressure of total war and totalitirian propaganda.
It is clear that unless we can preserve tbedkﬁﬁcﬁvevaluaofmwcietyaﬁainn&madm
forees, military success against Germany would be of Little value ; morcover I believe that it will
caly be possible to achievé military success, if we find a solution of this s&iﬁmal or ideological
problem, and make our own p::ze and.the world clearly conscious of the real nature of our

“Thctroubleinhat,sinecourumcisnotapanyoncandnneencvenmmoengh_the_
pational tradition, it has no ready-made label or programme. We are agreed that the spiritual
values of Christianity and '&cal,ncialandpawnalﬁ-wdommatmkc. But our society
is not Christian in the al utem,udmuchhammbccaﬁpdbvafnlseidcnn&mmof
them. 'nzeaeoeptedsolulioninommommmethatofdunoaacy,andagoodmeax{be
madefortheuseoftheword,'butitisnotwhollysaﬁsﬁcmyhndhopenwseveralgmvcobpc-

tions.
 (a) Histoﬁcallydmocmcyisnotananglhhmdiﬁon. Englnheomﬁmnonahmm
pnﬁmmmﬁmwmﬁbaﬂm&e&mdmﬁgwbﬂeEnglphmcwmmM
individuatist. Modern democracyis mai French and American, and the firat hodern e
~_that of the Jacobins—was definitely totalitarian and suffered from manyof the evils which we
are opposing in the modern totalitarian states. American democracy has, of course, much mofe
affini Mmzngﬁshidmk,bmwathbecameithmbecnpmfoundlymﬂmmdbyhgh:h
i ism and is, in fact, liberal democracy. . . .
“(5) M ,danocracyiswenk,jmtatthopoinnthnthemmtmneedefdc@ncegttb'c :
present time. It involves (Or at least permits) thelowaingdownofmdaxdnoalevd which is
. acoeptable to everybody, and it is, partly for this reason, very ready to accept a crudely material-
ist form df culture. :

. o ey Itis to the danger Gf disintegration, owing to its lack of aut.hority and disci-
. pline. S‘-}ue hasbeglmngenoughtoshwive‘.the continental danocrauuin}ao

" resist totalitarian a| jon, just because it was not purely demdcratic. - .
“ Hence the that, if we accept democracy as our standard and slogan, we shall

destroy the sources.of our real strength, and lose the,values which are an essential part of our
national tradition. . . . ' '
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I . % On the othe there are phvious objettions to using ‘ Liberalism * and ¢ Liberal ' as -
¥ omwm%ave mﬁm&awm%,mdmemogaﬁommr
"}~-worgh in Amgoggtnd on the continent are different' from- those which we wish to emphasize . -
' and which aré in . - e

tlre real ones in this o . . Al
weston, though T bl it s of st imporiance T oo bt BT+ sty o
uestion; it is of vital imp t one sho ¢ tis al y necgs-
?ary to assert and maintain the distinctive values of this Christian-liberal-democratic-westéfn
wradition against the totalitarian alternatives of Nazism dnd Communism, and to create some

1 directgodﬁnfomofdcfenccagaimt;hcpsychologiwoﬂ‘mﬁwcfmmﬁmﬁmim -

. * It seems to me that the danger of disintegration has increased very much since the Russian
war, since it is no Jonger ible to make totalitarianism the direct issue of the war, and since
we are being faced with the false dilemma—Communisn or Nazism-—which obscures the dis~

| tinctive values for which we stand. ) . .

- *There is, morcover, the danger of yet another alternative—a Christian totalitarianism
which is liable to deceivethe very elect and to confuse the jssuc still further. The evil of totalitar-

| ianjsm is not in the least exorcised by transferring totalitarianisth to the religious level. On the
contrary, the threat to spiritual freedoin is even greater, when totalitarianism assumes a religious

- form or appeals to religious sanctions. I doubt whéther Christians arc alive to these
*and this is not surprising since the actual menace of secular totalitarianism is so miuch greater.
But it seems clear that we cannot resist the latter, unless we have a clear understanding of the
ultimate positions that have tg be defended by Christians and non-Christians alike against all

forms of totalitarianism, and what are the essential conditions for the preservation of the integri
and freedom of the personality. This is where I'find a difficulty not only with the Fascists and the
. ¢ Communists, but with the scientists on the onc hand, and the more intransigent Christians on
~——the other, not to mention the practical men, whether in the political or economical field,-who
inevitably tend to adopt totalitarian methods, without ideological bias, in a purely utilitarian or
technical spirit. Whatever our social doctrine may be and whatever name we may call it by,
the preservation of these fundamental conditions of spiritual freedom shoul the, primary
consideration and the determining factor in our thought and action.”

THE FOOD SITUATION IN BE§GIUM . ‘
. I'have reccived from the Belgian Red Cross Lordon Committee through its Viee-

President, Dr. E. J. Bigwood, particulars about food conditions in Belgium. The inform-

\  ation is based on medical reports by members of the Universities in Belgium. The facts

reveal an alarming situation. . R :

The average general dict.of adults in urban centres contains only about forty per

cent. of the constituents necessary to keep the body in health. The deficit is particularly
serious in the case of pregnant women and nursing mothers. The small milk supplies are

distributed exclusively to children under four years of age, and their case is Jess serious.

But from three years onwards there is a deficit varying from 20 to 50 cent., while
adolescents in the critical yearsof growth fare no better than the average adult population.
The situation is likely to become considerably worse in the coming winter. ‘Belgium was
reckoning on an economic arrangement with Russia for the import of grain, but with the
éntry of Russia into the war this hope has disappeared. . .

) According to one of the reports submitteg to the University in Brussels 60 per cent.
of the children of school age in towns have to go without breakfast ; about one third have
an inadequate mid-day meal and more than a half have to be content with an insufficient
supper. The results of malnutrition are a definite increase in morbidity and infantile
mortality..A survey in one of the clinics showed that among 330 children the last quarterly
death rate was 15, whereas the normal figure is from tatgs,. There are many cases of
brorichial pneumonia, scurvy, anaemia and skin disturbances. It was found that of the
children in kindergartens, 33 per cent. were in a definitely weak physical condition in
May 1940, while the number had risen in January 1941 to 47 per cent. ; thé figures for
primary schools were' 48 per cent. in May of last year and 63 per cent. in January of this
year. There is*abundant reason to fear that the health"of several generations may be
irrcgiediably impaired. 7 ) - .
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