HHE MAN WHO UNDERSTANDS HOBBITS

The strong underground.-cult for J. R. R. Tolkien’s fairy-tale saga about ]
Middle-earth is coming out into the open. Songs from the books, set to music by
-~ Donald Swann, will be published on March 28%, and the
Professor himself will appear soon on BBC-2 in a colour film about his work.
CHARLOTTE and DENIS PLIMMER talked to him in Oxford

- t{ Wige Setiulin g

THE PROFESSOR, at 76, watches an Oxford bonfire with his daughter and grandson. He has four children. *If a [airy-story is worth reading at oll, i:jb’wudky
{0 be unitten for and read by adulls . .

r" PIDERS,”  observed  Professor
| J. R R Tolkien, cradling the
{ word with the same affection
‘Fthat he cradled the pipe in his hand,
“are the pamagular terror of northern
imaginations. " [The Professor, now 76,

1s the author™of The Hobit and of the
three-volume  epic  fairy-tale, The
Lord of the Rengs, the slowest-develop-
ing best-seller in modern publishing
history. He was on the subjea of
dragons and the other horrenda
ich are his scholarly stock-in-trade.

Discussing one of his own monsters.
a man-devourning. spider-like female,
he said, “The female monster is cer-
ainly no deadlier than the male, but
she is different She is a sucking,
strangling, trapping creature.’

To Professor Tolkicn, 2 retired
Oxford philologist and 2 man used o
daling evidentially with his matenal,
everything, even in fantasy, must be
specific. In his world of wondrous
things, he moves with the surety of a
white hunter on 2 game reservation

Then, as a branch of genuine art, children may hope to get fairy-stories fit for them to read and muﬁrhig_ﬁw}\"mnnm"

His dwarfs have detailed family trees
His elves have their own carefully-con-
sructed languages His wizards work
according to union rules. And his
hobbits, the most famous of all his
characters, are a distinaly unfana-
ful  race—food-loving, gift-giving,
house-proud, paunchy —and as believ-
ablaas your local newsagent.

tl\_’hcn John Ronald Reuel Tolkien
leads you into the cramped garage that
scrves as library, he leads you at once
into the magic and legend of Middle-
carth. the three-dimensional cosmo-
cony of The Lord of the Rimgs. Not
that the garage irself is any cave of
wonders. Jammed between the Pro-
fessor's own house and the one next
door, in an undistinguished Oxford
suburb, it would be no more than a
banal little room, filled with files and
a clurter of garden chairs, if it were
not for the man.

\:[ixlkicn. who describes himself as
“tubby”, has grey ey, firm tanned
skin, silvery hair and quick decisive

*=The rwod pors eoer o & song owcle™: Allen & Unon, X

speech. He might have been, 50 years
ago, the model of the kindly country
squire. Any hobhit would trust this
man. any dragon quail before him, any
clf name him friend. Effortlessly, he
compels you to admirc him as much
as—and herein lies Jhis charm-he
clearly admires himself.

To the small but bitter anti-Ring
coteric—some  of whom profess
to see sinister meanings in the text—
his very ebullience would presumably
constirute an irmrant. But to devorees,

:El)lis adds up to the perfect cult-hero.

awiiN  cultists, though pre-
l |' dominantly academic and cgg-
head, are not wholly so.

ouscwives wnite 1o him from Winni-
peg. rocket-men from Woomera, pop-
singers from las Vegas. Ad-men dis-
cuss him in London pubs. Germans,
Spaniards, Portuguese, Poles, Japanese,
Israclis, Swedes, Dutch and Danes
read him in theirown languages.

He s also a literary opiate for

hippies, who carry his works ta their
farthest-Aung  pads,  fror San
Francisco to Istanbul and Nepal. P

Despite the fact that his books lack
perversion, four-letter words, homo-
sexuality and sadism—virually every-
thing that makes 20th-century fiction
so commercially dcsimble~the Pro-
fessor and those connected with his
publications have found the streets of
Middle-earth paved with gold.

I never expected a money suc-
ctss," said Tolkien, pacing the room,
as he docs constantly when he speaks.
“In fact, I never even thought of com-
meraal publiation when Lwrote The
Habbit back in the mnic::l

“It all began when 1 Was rnding
cxam papers to eam a bit of extra
moncy. That was agony. One of the
tragedies of the underpaid professor
is that he has to do menial jobs, He is
expected to maintain a cenain position
and to send his children to good
schools. Well, one day | came to a
blank page in an exam book and |
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Graham Finleyson
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Who now shall rrﬁl{ the cup for me?

scnbbled on it In a hole in the ground

here lived a hohlbur.

“1 knew no more about the creatures
than that, and it was years before his

story grew. | don't know where the

word came from. You an't carch yoys
mind out. It might have heen associa-
ted with Sinclair Lewis's Babbire
Cerainly not mbbit, as some people
think. Babbirt has the same bourgeois
smugpess that hobbits d,r;.|I His world
is the same limited plaﬂ

N Professor Tolkien spoke
‘V{)!’ the hobbits’ limited world,
he was referring only to their

native heath, the Shire, where they
built their snug humes in the ground,
frted them with round doors and
windows, and placidly surveyed their
possessions and studied their family
trees. But the rest of Middle-canth, in
which Bilbo Baggins of the Shire un-
expectedly finds himself adventuring,
is a boundless horizon filled with mar-
s.and mountains, terror and beauty.
! Talkien let a few of his Oxford
ends read The Hobbit. One, a tutor-
lent it 10 a studenr, Susan Dagnell.
When, some time later, Miss Dagnell
joined Allen & Unwin, the publishers,
she suggested it as a children's book
Sir Stanley Unwin assigned his son,
Rayner, then ten, to read it (I gaye
him a shilling,” Sir Stanley ml{l;)hi
Although Tbhe IHobbit was n
away best-seller, readers were fas-
anated by Middle-carth, and Allen &
Unwin asked for a sequel. Tolkien
then offered-The Sitmarillion, a saga
of the mist-shrouded beginnings of
clves and men, which he had begun in
1916. But it was tumned down in
Muscum Street as being too dark and
Celtic. “They were quite right,” Tol-
kien recalls. He is now revising it.
Even before The Hobbit, he had been
gestating The Lord of the Rimgs which
historically, in Middle-carth terms,
actually follows it. Now, with The
Silmarillion rejected, he rerumed to
the Ring, which rolates the deeds of
Bilbo's nephew Frodo, and of a
mighty  wizard  called  Gandalf.
Over the next 14 years the bulky
manuseripr slowly took shape.
@r Stanley Unwin, whose com-
petitors called him mad when he pub-
lished the first two volumes in 1954,
told us, "1 was in Japan when the
manuscript amived. Rayner wrote to
say it seemed a big risk. It would have
10 be published in three volumes, ar 2
guinea each—this at 2 time when 18
shillings was top for a best-seller. But
Rayner added, ‘Of course, it's a w$

of gepius'. So | cabled him 1o take it.

“Of all the books I've brought &ut
in 63 years, there are few that | can
say with absolute confidence will sell
long after my departure. Of this one
1 had no doubrs.”

Tolkien's  imaginary landscapes
grew out of his predilection for creating

Innguzgrs&\\nyuuu who invents a
anguage. b he said, “finds thac it
requires 3 suitable habitation and a
tistory in which it can develop. A real
anguage 15 never invented, of course.
v is a natural thing. It 1s wrong to call
he language you grow up speaking
our nauve language. It is not Itis
your fst learnt language. It is a by-
product .of the rotal make-up of the
animal."”

‘Tolkien's  Middle-carth,  with
people, histories, languages all logi-
cally integrated, corresponds spiritu-
ally 1o north-eastern Europe. Bur it
extends southward 1o include lands
where dark-skinned people ride to
bartle on beasts called oliphaunts, and
cast to evil Mordor which “would be
roughly in the Balkans'.

Tolkien's friend and fellow author,
the late C. S. Lewis, "was immenscly
immersed” in the development of the
Ring, but not always mutcly admir-
ing. “He used 1o insist on my reading
passages aloud as | finished them,
and then he made suggestions. He
was funous when | idn't accept them.
Once he said, 'It's no use trying ta
influence you. you're uninfluenceable!”
But that wasn't quite true. Whenever
he 2id ‘You can do betrer than tha
Benter Tolkien, please!' 1 used to ry.” ;

Professor “Tolkicn sold his ongin
4.200-page rypescript of the Ring to
Marquetie University in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin: “I wanted the money very. .
badly 1o buy this house."

“YOU can't believe a phenomenon
is magic if you know how it works"

L‘l;lc was born at Bloemfontein in
th Africa. “1 was three when | was
brought 1o England," he said. “Afrer
the dry, bamren places | had known.
I had in 3 way been ‘trained’ to savour
the delicate English flowers and the
grass. | had this strange sense of com-
ing home when 1 armived. The hobbit

business began pantly as a Se b
for that happy childhood which Ended
when 1 was orphaned, at twelve.”

The scene of his déa ou=" le,

. & s Ay 9 o
G2 1o Jedbon, B

on the outskins of Birmingham-
b the model for the Shire.

i He recalled, “As a child, | was
always inventing languages. But thar
was naughty. Poor boys must concen-
traic on &rning scholarships. When |
was supposed 1o be studying Latin and
Greek, | studied Welsh and English,
When | was supposed 1o be concen-
trating on English, | took up Finnish.
1 have always heen incapable of doing
the job in h:tmi,tﬁ‘t

He was a“%holarship student ar
King Edward VI School in Birming-
ham, then went on 1o Oxford. With
the Lancashire Fusiliers on the Somme,
he saw tartered and burnt-out land-
saapes which find uncarthly echoes in
the Ring. The years that followed—in
Leeds University and later at Oxford
—were marked by academic honours
But parallel to scholarship has always
run his strong preoccupation with the
mystic land of Faeric.

This, to him, is a rich and wondrous
realm filled with beauty. peril, joy and
sadness—to be relished for its own
sake, and not dissected.

So, naturally, he resists the carnest
student who trigs+o read “meanings”
into the Ring./“The book.” he said.
“is not about"angthing but itself It
has no allegorical intentions, topical,
moral, religious or political. It is not
about modern wars or #Hy bombs, and
my yillain is not Hitler."

ust fairy-tales be “tonfined 10
legendary times and places, or could
be staged in modem sertings?
“They cannot,” he said, “nor if you
can in a modemn technological idiom.
The reader must approach Faeric with
a willing suspension of dishelief. If a
thing can be technologicall
trolled, it ceases to be magical.’

con-

OLKIEN regrets that, over the cen-
. turies, fairy-tales have been

downgraded until they are con-
sidered fit only for very young children.
Most of all, he dislikes the story that
moralizes: * As a child | couldn't stand
Hans Andersen. and I can't now.”

He has written: “The age of child:
hood-sentiment has produced 2 dread-
ful undergrowth of stories adapted 1o
what is conccived to be the measure
of children’s minds and needs. The old
stories are bowdlerised. The imitations
are often merely silly or patronising or
covertly sniggering with an eye on the

grown-ups present. . . ." .
\He said 1o us: “Belicvable fairy-
storics must be intensely practical.

Nou must have a map, no matter how

rough. Otherwise you wander all over
the place. In The Lord of the Rimgs |
never made anyone go farther than he
could on a given day.” 7 -

So real to its Treator is Middle-
carth that he has induded a 127-page
appendix .which is his characters'
“actual” historical, sociological and
philological underpinning. For Tolkien



/

Ala;.' leaves foll like gold
: 1

10 have created a hobbit without a
calendar and .2 family tree would be
to leave him without flesh,

For the ame raasén, he must
accompany his languages with notes
on vowcl-sounds and stresses, scripts,
alphabers and derivations. *I have con-
structed them,” Tolkien explained,
“by scientific methods. They must be
at least as complete and as organised
as the history of the Elves.”

t is the appendix, Tolkien thinks,
which has helped trigger the enormous
new cathusiasm for the Ring among
students in the United States: “A lot
of it is jus straight teen-age sruff, |

; didn't mean it 1o be, but it’s perfear

i for them. 1 think they're artracted by
L\things that give verisimifirude.”

provided an intellecrual mec-
ano-set for aviliation crea-
tors. Students search for word deriva-
tions in the invented tongues. They
create new and improved maps of
Middle-carth. They build hobbit
houses. They uy 10 fll in the cardy
unrecorded portions of Middle-carth’s
history. X
What he calls, rather affectionatcly,
the “absurd frenzy” began in America
in 1965 with an unauthorised paper-
back of the Ring by Acc Books Pre-
viou hardback editions of The Hobbit
and the Ring had sold unspectacularly
10 limited cirdes whose most voal
devotee was W. H. Auden. The Ace
edition was cheap, and suddenly am-
pusboaksellers couldn’t cope.
- The unauthorised, i.c. non-royaley-
paying, publication beame 2 couw
céilébre. In the avtumn of 1965, Bal-
lantine Books brought out an approved
paperback.  Hobbitomanes promptly
made it a point of honour 10 buy the

Puomson Tolkien has, in effect,

_ sanatified version, cven if they already

owned the exorcized one. The truearis-
tocracy own the original English
cdition. “It smells night,” one fan said.

Tolkien addicts wear lapel-butrons
that say “Frodo Lives™ or “Go go
Gandalf” in English or Elvish letters,
belong to Tolkien societics and write
Iqve poems in Elvish.

Tolkien receives innumerable offers
for llm rights, musical-comedy rights,
TV nights, puppenry rights. A jigsaw-
puzzle company has asked permission
t produce a Ring puzle, 2 soap-
maker to soap-sculpt Ring characters.
Tolkicn worshippers are outraged by
these crass approaches, “Please,” wrote
2 17-yrar-old gird, “doa’t ket them
make a movic out of your Ring. It
would be like putiing Disneyland into
the Grand Canyon.” | -

The, song only com-
mercial” venture so far; began when
Dorald Swana, half of the At the Drop
of 3 Hat™ team, set 1o music six of the
'B: in,m" et R

T Wheit we sid Talkien' bow o

Elvish should .be sung, he replied,
“Like Gregorian chants” Then, in a
wavering churchly counter-tenor, he
intoned the fast lines of the farewell
song of Galadrie, the EIfQueen:
Ai! lawuni? lamtay Laxsi sivinen,
Yéni, intime v ramar aldaront
e fecls strongly that the Ring
not be Amed: “You an't
camp mamative inte dramatic form,
It would be easier to film The Odyney.

Much less\happens in it. Only a few
storms,”’
EE:SQ-:: being bracketed with
rc-writers of the past. C S. Lewis
once declared that ‘Ariosto could not
rival Tolkien. To us Tolkien said, “§
don’t *know Ariosto and I'd loathe
him if 1 did” He has also been
likened 1o Malory, Spencer, Cervantes,
Dante. He rejeces them all. “Cer-
vantes?"” he axploded. “He wasa weed-
Liller vo romance.” As for Dante: “He
doesn't atteact me. He's full of spite
and malice. 1 don't care for his perry

relations with petty people in petty

ii; any ase, | don't read much,
, not even fairy-stones. And then
I'm always looking for something 1
an't find.” We asked what thar was
He replied, “Somcthing like what |

ate myself.’ _
ﬁom le have citicised the
as lacking religion Tolkicn

'. =

: Ny . ' .
“EVERY moming lwake up thinking,
‘Good, another 24 hours of emoking'*

denies this: “Of course God is in The

Lord of the Rirgs The period was

p it was 3 mono-
3stic world.

Monotheisuc? Then who was the

God of Middle-carth?

Tolkien was taken aback: “The
one, of course! The book is about the’
world that God ~ the actual”
world of this plancr.” . .

When we Professor if he
would sign our copy of the Ring, be -
said, “Would you like an inscription?
Whar kind?” We suggested some-
thing in Elvish. Carcfully he wrote 2
line in the beautiful flowing saript he
has” invented; “it's the High Elvish
greeting, ‘Elen sila Hemere omentichos’.

Mother with a classful of children

ARE YOU A MOTHER
WHO USED TO TEACH? AND
COULD YOU NOW RETURN
TO TEACHING, FULL-TIME

OR PART-TIME?
Recently, 7,000 married women
have been coming back to teaching
each year. If you can come back
too, you will find teaching more
rewarding, financially and in terms
of personal satisfaction. Here are
some of the things you will like
about teaching again.
Teaching fits ia with family life
Even if you teach full-time you will
usually be at home when your
children are. You will have much
the same holidays, and more
money 1o help you enjoy them.

Salaries have steadily improved

Teachers carn a good deal more
than they did a few years ago, and,
as a married woman, you will pay
sufprisingly litile 1ax. For example,
unless your husband.carns more

than £3,035 you will keep very

nearly £794 from a full-time salary
of £970° (provided your incomes
are wholly carned). And you are
unlikely to spend much on travel-
ling 10 your job.

*Based on 1967-68 tax rates,

Jobs are usually local

Not all authorities will have vacan-
cies. There: are, however, many
arcas which arc short of teachers
and there is a good chance that you
will find 3 post near your home.
Your local education authority will
be able to advise you,

1t's the profession you've trained for
With your training and some ex-
perience already behind you—and
now with children of your own—
you won't find it difficult to take up
teaching again. Many authorities

‘offer refresher courses or other

special help. .

Send for this leaflet
It tells you some of the things you
will want to know about coming
back toteaching. -

NAME . ... e

ADDRESS

Ot

POST TO:—Teaching Carcers

1f you live in Scotland send t0:— -

OM-" L ,., ri)
Department of Edumlsnon'and Science, London, W.1 Vieksan back

tish Education Deparimens, St. Andrew's Houw;ﬂﬂn_baqxlg I 5

-




