WLLBJ—’{ Epil

—_—

" THE CONSERVATIVE MIND OF NEWMAN

By RUSSELL KIRK V. [26

45 2

People say to me, that it is but a dream to suppose that
Christianity should regain the organic power in human so-
ciety which once it possessed. 1 cannot help that; I never
said it could. 1 am not 2 politician; 1 am proposing no
measures, but exposing 2 fallacy, and resisting a pretence.
Let Benthamism reign, if men have no aspirations; but do
not tell them to be romantic, and then solace them with
glory; do not attempt by philosophy what once Was done
by religion. The ascendancy of Faith may be impracti-
cable, but the reign of Knowledge is incomprehensible. The
problem for statesmen of this age is now to educate the
masses, and literature and science cannot give the solution.

—John Henry Newman, «The Tamworth Reading

Room” (1841)

tant essay directly touching upon politics 1s “Who's to

Blame?” (1855), provoked by the English disasters in
the Crimea; otherwise, politics in his writings is only a faint
chadow of theology and the theory of knowledge. But real
conservatism, too, transcends politics. Newman was a con-
sistent Tory, devoted to the principle of aristocracy and the con-
cept of loyalty to persons; yet this is not his important contri-
bution to conservative thought. Suffused with that sense of the
vanity of worldly things which is highly characteristic of great
conservatives, he dealt with the problem of society only because
the Benthamites and other radicals seemed determined to force
him and his allies into political controversy.

NEWMAN, indeed, was no politician. His only impor-

Starting then with the being of a God, (which, as I have

said, is as certain to me as the certainty of my own exis-
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manufacturer of Tamworth compounded away, in the Tamworth
Manifesto (1834), a1l the real principles of political Toryism,
said Disraeli; and in his address at the opening of the Tam-
worth Reading Room in 1841, Peel surrendered the intellectual
England into the hands of the Utilitarians, said
en was shrewd when he «did not wholly despair
of Peel”; for quite as Sir Robert was persuaded of the case for
free trade, so this defender of religious establishments let his
own mind be captured by the metaphysical and educational prin-
ciples of Utilitarianism, the concepts of Bentham and of Broug-
ham. Conservatism, political and spiritual, had to be rescued
from a guardian thus seduced; and while Disraeli freed Tory-

jsm from the Peelites and re-established the line of demarca-

fion between parties, Newman reaffirmed the venerable religious
opposition to the Bacon

ian idea of «gnowledge as power” and to
the Utilitarian ambition that education might become an instru-
ggrandizement.
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It of an instruction in
knowledge really is
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moral science. Like virtue,
f a subtle process which men a
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the stream cannot rise higher than

es men from earth, for it comes

In morals,-as in physics,
struts, or frets

its source. Christianity rais
from heaven; but human morality creeps,
upon the earth’s level, without wings to rise. The Knowl-
edge School does not contemplate raising man above him-
self; it merely aims at disposing of his existing powers and
tastes, as is most convenient, of is practicable under circum-
stances. 1t finds him, like the victims of the French Ty-

rant, doubled up in a cage " which he can neither lie,
stand, sit, nor kneel, and its highest desire is to find an
attitude in which his unrest may be least. ‘

aves man in torment. The heart

Thus practical knowledge le
n. Dread of the unseen is the

is not reached through the reaso
only known principle of subduing moral evil, but this is left

quite out of consideration by Utilitarian educators. Scientific
facts do not relieve modern man’s boredom, nor offer him a

hope above the vanity of human wishes. «If in education we
race, with evidences before faith, with

begin with nature before g

science before conscience, with poetry before practice, we shall

be doing much the same as .f we were to indulge the appetites

and passions, and turn a deaf ear to the reason.” Without a
science itself is worthless—a mean-

foundation of first principles,
Our first principles are

ingless accumulation of unrelated facts.
together data, after Bacon’s method,

not obtained by heaping

and drawing inferences. «life is for action. I1f we insist on
proofs for everything, we shall never come to action; to act you
must assume, and that assumption is faith.” Reason does not

impel our impressions and our actions; it follows them.
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If, then, we do not form our lives, or even our sciences, upon
a logic of words or a museum of specimens, what actually is the
source of our first principles, of our governing motives? What "%
precisely is this Illative Sense of Newman’s? In The Grammar = %
of Assent, he defines it briefly thus: “It is the mind that reasons,
and that controls its own reasonings, not any technical apparatus

of words and propositions. This power of judging and conclud-
ing, when in its perfection, I call the Illative Sense.” Here we
have a use of “sense” parallel to “good sense,” “common

sense,” “a sense of beauty”; it is a uniform faculty which, how-

ever, may be employed in different measures, may be attached
to particular subject-matters, which employs a method of rea-
soning above logic (resembling modern mathematical calculus
in its principle), and is the ultimate test of truth and error in
our inferences. It varies in its force and purity from one indi-
vidual to another, and true intellectual improvement consists in
the strengthening and perfecting of the Illative Sense. As the
phrase implies, the Illative Sense is characterized by impressions
that are borne in upon us, from a source deeper than our con-
scious and formal reason. It is the combined product of in-
tuition, instinct, imagination, and long and intricate experience,
Yet the Illative Sense is not infallible in any man: assumptions
which are an act of the Illative Sense may be founded upon mis-
taken elements of thought, and thus lead to error. We must
correct our own particular Illative Sense by reference to Au-
thority; for Authority, which is a sort of filtered collective
Ilative Sense, provides the purgation of individual error. As
Newman wrote in his essay on John Keble (1846), “Conscience
1s an authority; the Bible is an authority; such is the Church;
such is Antiquity; such are the words of the wise, such are
hereditary lessons; such are ethical truths; such are historical
memories, such are legal saws and state maxims; such are pro-
verbs; such are sentiments, presages, and prepossessions.”
In the physical sciences, it is true, the common test of proba-

bility is phys
tested
undertaken and tested by the
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body without a soul has no life,
out an idea, no unity!

Utilitarianism is a philosophy of death: its morbidity is the
consequence of Bentham’s emphasis upon Doubt. With Des-
cartes, Utilitarians doubt all things in heaven and earth; and
tlhis: is consummate folly. For Doubt is a surly, envious, ego-
tistic emotion, a bitter denial of everything but the sullen self;
and one learns nothing by doubting. Doubt never can be wholly
assuaged in many things, but we must manage to live despite
our doubts (which are a condition of our imperfect temporal
nature). “We must make up our minds to be ignorant of much,
if we would know anything. And we must make our choice be-
tween risking Science, and risking Religion.” The man who cul-
tivates practical training at the expense of improving his Illative
Sense makes a sorry bargain. Deny the Illative Sense, and doubt

is inescapable; admit it, and one may climb from doubt to
certitude.

Doubt itself is a positive state, and implies a definite habit
of mind, and thereby necessarily involves a system of prin-
ciples and doctrines all its own. Again, if nothing is to be
assumed, what is our very method of reasoning but an as-
sumption? and what our nature itself? . . . Of the two. I
would rather have to maintain that we ought to begin with
behe.\:*mg everything that is offered to our acceptance, than
that it is our duty to doubt of everything. The former,

indeed, seems to be the true way of learning. (4 Grammar
of Assent.)

Belief follows action: Coleridge had said the same thing. But
Newman does not imply that, in most cases, the intellect can

perceive truth intuitively. The Illative Sense, which resolves
doubt, is more than intuition.

We know, not by a direct and simple vision, not at a
glance, but, as it were, by piecemeal and accumulation, by

and a political party with-
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han Libraries and Reading-

rooms,” he wrote in his overwhelming rebuke to Peel. Edu-
cation, at heart, is 2 discipline, not a pleasure nor a consolation
nor an alternative to idleness. Education itself cannot teach
virtue, but the discipline which accompanies true education is
like the discipline which virtue, too, requires. And the root of
education is the study of theology; of virtue, religious faith.
The first four discourses of The Idea of a University are de-
‘voted to proving that theology s indeed a science, indispensable
to any sound system of knowledge; then Newman considers the
general question of what higher education ought to be. His
immediate endeavors here—the attempt to establish a Catholic
University in Dublin—came to nothing; their ultimate influence,
to more than most educationists realize.

The problem of the age was indeed the education of the
masses; but with that precise problem, Newman does not deal
directly. When he writes of education, it is the training of the
leading elements in society. As a Tory, he knew that leader-
ship must precede any mass-movement; the leaders provided,
the problem is two-thirds solved. Both leaders and masses,
however, require an education founded upon religious principle,
an intellectual discipline which recognizes what the Utilitarian

pedant does not, that

The various busy world, spread out before our eyes, is
physical, but it is more than physical; and, in making its
actual system identical with his scientific analysis, such 2
Professor as 1 have imagined was betraying a want of
philosophical depth, and an ignorance of what a Univer-
sity Teaching ought to be. He was no longer a teacher of
liberal knowledge, but 2 narrow-minded bigot. (Third Dis-

course. )

The Edinburgh Reviewers, who would remodel universities

upon a narrow scheme of utilitarian efficiency, are in reality the
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Liberal education brings order into an active intellect; the uni-

versity can hardly hope to do more.

This process of training, by which the intellect, instead of
being formed or sacrificed to some particular or accidental
purpose, some specific trade or profession, or study or
science, is disciplined for its own sake, for the perception of
its own proper object, and for its own highest culture, is
called Liberal Education.

Not Learning or Acquirement, but Thought or Reason exer-
cised upon Knowledge, is the end of intellectual training; and
as for Knowledge proper, that is its own end. The real aim of
education is “the clear, calm, accurate vision and comprehension
of all things, as far as the finite mind can embrace them, each
in its place, and with its own characteristics upon it.”

This idea of a university, and of educational ends, may seem
infinitely remote, perhaps, from the shape that training of the
intellect has assumed in the English-speaking world. Newman’s
own Catholic University expired; Oxford and Cambridge and
the Scottish universities gradually accepted many of the Utili-
tarian innovations; and the new provincial universities of Eng-
land, situated in the swollen industrial towns, generally en-
deavored to imitate the pattern of the University of London,
commended in 1827 and 1828 by Brougham and by Lushing-
ton. As for the developing system of state-supported public
education (the first subsidy had been granted in 1842), it
tended steadily to adopt a character secular and utilitarian. The
Benthamites were determined that the state must become the
universal educator; substantially, they succeeded. The Bentha-
mite ideal—secular, uniform, universal education prescribed by
the state, free and compulsory (a coupling of words suggestive
of the democratic despotism that the Philosophical Radicals dis-
regarded)—began to be realized in 1870. The process had

commenced earlier in America.
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“By their system of state education all would be thrown into

the same mint, and all would come out with the same impress

and superscription,” Disraeli had said in 1839.

They might make money, they might make railroads; but
when the age of passion came, when those interests were in
motion, and those feelings stirring, which would shake so-
ciety to its centre, then . . . they would see whether the
people had received the same sort of education which had
been advocated and supported by William of Wykeham.

The notions of Gradgrind, mingled with a2 Rousseauistic senti-
mentality, have come to dominate state-supported education in
both Britain and America; and now that the age of passion is
here, a part of the thinking public seems to be waking in alarm
to the menace of quasi-education divorced from religious prin-
cple.*

Conservative thinkers, however, ought to be judged not
simply by what they failed to avert, but more by what they
preserved. Newman has kept in the mind of innumerable pro-
fessors and teachers and educated men an ideal of education
which continues to struggle (perhaps with unaccustomed success,
in some quarters, at present) against the degradation of learn-
ing into technical training, against the intolerant secularization
of universities and schools, on behalf of conservative spiritual
values. Into an age shadowed by the industrial proletariat, in

*How thoroughly the educational conviction

quashed among twentieth-centu
two desultory observations:

ictions of Newman have been forgotten or
ry educationists may be suggested by the following

1) A hundred years after Newman went to Dublin, the Director of the De-
partment of Education at Oxford was Mr. M. L. Jacks, an ardent disciple of
Rousseau and John Dewey, cager for “integrated” schooling to dominate the
whole child, based upon the pleasure-principle—and, incidentally, Mr. Jacks is
one of the last of those Liberals whom Newman detested,

2) In the monthly journal Tomorrow, a reviewer some months ago objected to
Canon Bernard Iddings Bell’s book in the tradition of Newman, Crisis in Edu-
cation, on the ground that Dr, Bell seems to think education ought to produce
Christian gentlemen.  (The phrase is Dr. Arnold’s, of course, but Newman has
a better claim to the method.) The implication was, apparently, that Chris-
tians and gentlemen are lamentable anachronisms in the democratic United States.
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ascendant still, nearly a century later. But tha:t suc f m e~
tarian expediency still is restrained by 'the ancient re g;l o
of society—this is Newman’s bequest, 1n grcafte.rl_pmc'it ltiE:n 4
historians of ideas acknowledge, to m?dcrr'l u}:'l I;_,ew am:; -
: The period of Benthamism, says Dicey 1n his ta i
B o ins England, commencing about 1825, came to : T
b 1865 and 1870; it was followed by the period of €O’
iwe?\r:ism If Derby a:ld Disraeli ushered in the age of cf;}h:i_
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that Benthamism wacsl a csctlcrile ctlthulaf;; ;irtyl!l :.nyc;sw ell;:a e, ;
declared; and a :
sf:’lsuttb]e;}:rlr;ago;zdfmm it. I,Jtilitarianism, in mOtIVC,d wt;s tan :.012:
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social planni i
= p; ?ngrﬁtanfi the age of industrial corporations. A simi
itarian theories seems 1 fo cess
, ari 10w to be 1
America, from similar causes. e i

: Referring to Bulwer Lytton’s comparison of democracy to the
* yawning grave, Bagehot observes that this analogy is equally
~ apt. for Discussion. «Once effectually submit a subject to that
ordeal, and you can never withdraw it again; you can never
again clothe it with mystery, or fence it by consecration; it re-
mains for ever open to free choice, and exposed to profane de-
liberation.” Private judgment and free discussion, the indis-
pensable postulates and chief supports of Liberalism, were made
possible in the nineteenth century by a cheap press (soon to be
cheap and nasty), speedy communication, and urban concentra-
tion of population; thus the chief European nations obtained the
advantages of the ancient city-states, and were exposed to the
dangers of public opinion as they had been experienced there.
Newman, like Disraeli, in his defense of tradition, authority,
and old loyalties, swam against this roaring current; and the
success which Newman and Disraeli experienced in rousing popu-
lar sympathy for prescriptive verities (this force taken into ac-
count) was heroic. In a time when the fountains of the great
deep seemed to be broken up—an age much like that of Greece
in the fifth century—Disraeli had the subtlety to weld the frag-
ments of conservative political instinct into a robust party, and
Newman had the wisdom to arm the Christian mind against the
conquering host of utilitarians and materialists.

Discussion and private judgment, rather than the physical
sufferings which Marx predicted, have provided the stimulus to
incessant experiment and alteration throughout the past century
and a half. Marxism has been embraced by many not because
they suffer, but because it s 2 new field for protest and private
judgment. Is the voracity of discussion indeed as insatiable us
the appetite of the grave? If it is, then are permanence and con-
tinuity impossible for modern society? Three checks upon the
empire of unbridled discussion seem possible: the deliberate re-
vival of the concept of traditional wisdom, the growth of public
boredom with talk and with change itself, and the coming of
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catastrophes ;
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THE INDIAN FEATHER

By THOMAS MABRY

up a little and shoving another pillow behind him.
“I’m not all that sick.”
. At the other end of the room his mother was pulling down
| the ivory-colored shades one by one. She looked at him over
| her shoulder and her eyes said he is very sick indeed and if you
~ had any consideration for me you would not be going off some-
 where.

«Ips just for the afternoon,” he said quickly, turning his
face away from the tall windows that were closed against the
spring sunshine. In the dimmed room his father’s bed had re-
sumed its consequential air. An extra quilt lay folded over the
sturdy foot and the carvings of the high headboard twisted and
turned in fixed and sculptured ambiguity.

His' mother came back and stood beside the bed and her

fingers smoothed a pillow’s white monogram.
' He watched her small hand finally come to rest on his
father’s arm. Then he said, “But I’ll be glad to stay if you
want me to . . . if there’s anything you want me to do for you
down at the factory.”

His father smiled. “No sense in your sitting around down
there on a sunny Saturday afternoon,” he said, “without a
blame thing to do.”

The room’s even light warmed, burgeoned to yellow and
paused. It glowed intensely for a moment and sank back sud-
denly to grey again, and he felt the whole outside rush of
shadow against the drawn shades. . . . Besides,” his father
~ was saying, «Kirk is more likely to stay sober if he’s with you.

((Y’OU may as well go on and go,” his father said, sitting




